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20 Years Nurturing Greatness

Dear Miami-Dade County Residents,

On September 10, 2022, The Children’s Trust commemorated its
20th anniversary, setting off a year-long celebration of everything
that the organization has achieved on behalf of children and families
in Miami-Dade County. We are incredibly proud of what has been
accomplished and humbled that the residents of our community
have entrusted us to lead in this tremendous responsibility of serving
children and families.

This is an incredibly exciting time in the history of The Trust as we
embark on new initiatives and programs, while remaining committed
to investing in programs and resources that we know better the lives of
children and families and help them reach their full potential.

In partnership with Miami’s Community Newspapers, The Trust is
releasing this Special Edition The Children’s Trust: 20 Years Nurturing
Greatness publication to reflect on the two decades of service and
commitment. On the following pages, you will read about how The
Trust came into being and its positive impact. We mention a few stories
of children who have thrived thanks to our funded programs and
partners and how The Trust’s past and present will set the stage for an
even brighter future.

As we look forward to another 20 years and beyond, it is important
to reflect on how The Trust became the organization it is today. As
a celebration of accomplishments and context for approaching and
overcoming challenges the community faces today and tomorrow, The
Children’s Trust is proud to look back at its community history as it
crosses the 20th Anniversary milestone. Thank you for your continued
support.

Thank you,

-

James R. Haj
President & CEO

L~

Kenneth C. Hoffman
Chairperson, Board of Directors

'
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This Special Edition was made possible by: The Children’s Trust Board, Board
Chair Kenneth C. Hoffman, President & CEO James R. Haj. The Children’s Trust
Communications Team: Chief Public Policy and Engagement Officer Natalia Zea,
Director of Communications Ximena Nunez, Communications Manager Felix
Becerra, Content Manager Sebastian Del Marmol, Media Manager Michelle Lopez,
Communications Coordinator Tiffany Singh, Digital Media Specialist Lindsay
Francois. TheChildrensTrust.org, 305.571.5700. Design & Layout ACentral.co.
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As The Children’s Trust celebrates its 20th
anniversary, the impact it has today is greater
than ever before. While the organization looks
forward to another 20 years and beyond, it is
important to reflect on how it came to be the
organization it is today.

Former Miami Herald Publisher David
Lawrence Jr. is the individual most often
credited with catapulting The Children’s Trust
into existence and shepherding it through
its initial years. Still among the most active
child advocates in the community, Lawrence
remembers the challenges in getting the
special taxing district that would become
The Children’s Trust approved in the face of
a skeptical public, even when the need for a
dedicated source of funding for children’s
services and resources was obvious.

In 1988, a group of committed child
advocates recognized that the needs of children
in Miami-Dade County far exceeded the
resources and support systems available to
them. These advocates, which included elected
officials, educators, community activities
and others spearheaded a drive to address
the problem through the creation of a special

taxing district. The group was successful in
bringing a referendum to the ballot, but voters
failed to pass it.

“Is the lesson that people didn’t love children
in 1988, but now love children?” asks Lawrence,
“I don’t think so.” He broadly likens the
movement to create The Children’s Trust to the
civil rights movement decades earlier. “Civil
rights are a matter of equity for all Americans.
You cannot build a movement based on those
people - whomever those people are. It needs
to be about us. And the exact same principles
that raised my five children and my seven
grandchildren are the exact same principle
every child needs. The right blend of health and
education and nurturing and love.”

What Lawrence understood early on was
that the entire community needed to get
behind what would go on to become The
Children’s Trust, no matter what level of need
their own children had. “The problem (wasn’t)
that we don’t have enough money. The problem
was priorities,” he explained. “What is this
country all about? It’s about everyone. And so
that is how The Children’s Trust came to be.”

Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine
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Camp Sol Taplin at the Michael-Ann Russell JCC congratulates The Children's Trust

on celebrating 20 years of serving children and families in Miami-Dade County.

MRZR | MICHAEL-ANN RUSSELL JCC

Recipient of Family Favorite Award Favorite Camp Program: South Florid

Camp Sol Taplin has provided children ages 2-15 with amazing summer experiences for over 40 years.

Join us this summer and make Camp Sol Taplin your family's favorite. \ avonte

* Over 25 unique summer camps provided.

* Weekly and monthly camp options allow parents to customize their child's
summer camp experience.

* A wide variety of exciting specialty classes offered.

For more information about Camp Sol Taplin, please visit www.marjcc.org/camp.

. ﬁlﬂl Celebrates
| Copasonre Hugm | the Children’s Trust
‘ 3 ZOth Anniversary

CHl is a proud partner of the Children's Trust

as we ensure that our children have access to
primary care and mental health services in
our schools, health centers, and communities.

We are thankful to the Children’s Trust for its ongoing
dedication to improving the lives of children in South Florida.

Primary Care | Pediatrics | OB/GYN | Behavioral Health
Dental | Urgent Care | Vision | Telehealth | Pharmacy

chisouthfl.org ¢ (305) 506-1096
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Congratulations to
David Lawrence Jr.
on the 20th anniversary of The Children’s Trust

David Lawrence is a visionary whose
advocacy has impacted children and
families throughout the United States. Like
a tree that grows stronger with a deep and
expansive root system, we will reap the
benefits of his work for generations.

Thank you, Dave.

Medical
Providing care to infants, children and moms since 1988

Miami ® South Miami ¢ Kendall ® Doral ® Hollywood ® Naples ® Boca Raton ® West Palm Beach ® Bonita Springs
Port St. Lucie ® Homestead  Miramar



The Children’s Trust | Special Edition

Cava was among those initial child advocates
who fought for the establishment of The Trust
and credits Lawrence for distilling the idea so
that all county residents could get behind it.

“The incredible foresight (was) for Dave
to talk about universal services for children.
The Trust is about all of our children,” said
Mayor Levine Cava, who came up with The
Trust motto: “Because All Children Our Are
Children.”

Longtime former Trust Board Member and
former Miami-Dade County Commissioner
Barbara Jordan highlights the collective impact
that The Trust embodies. “When you look
at how it is funded, it is not just funded by
one group of people, it’s funded through tax
dollars that people pay at large; so naturally the
services should be provided at large.”

When Lawrence and other child advocates
went back to voters to implore them to pass
The Trust and its taxing authority, they made
sure to bring home the point that it was for
the future of all children. Twenty years ago,
on September 10, 2002, Miami-Dade County
voters approved the referendum 2-1.

Five years after their initiative approval,
voters reauthorized The Children’s Trust in
perpetuity in 2008 by an even larger margin,
with 85 percent of the vote. “It was an easy sell,”
said Mayor Levine Cava, of the reauthorization
vote. “Because everybody could see all the
tremendous good that was being done.”

Two decades later, The Children’s Trust is an
essential organization for children and families
in Miami-Dade County. Like the children
served over the years, The Children’s Trust has
grown and its growth and has been shaped by
learning, research, challenges and successes
that have led to a direct impact on millions of
lives.

Even if the mission of The Trust is beyond
reproach, Lawrence says the everyday work
of the organization over time has continued

The Children’s Trust

Over the Years

1988

In the late 1980s, recognizing that the needs of children
in Miami-Dade County far exceeded the resources and
support systems available, a group of child advocates
attempt to address the problem through the creation

of a special taxing district. Using a Florida statute that
allowed for such an initiative, the group was successful
in bringing a referendum to ballot in 1988, but voters
failed to pass it.

to demonstrate to the community that it is
effectively making a significant and positive
difference. “I think it’s all about trust.
Extraordinary work has been done; wonderful
people have been involved. There has not been
one whiff of a scandal at The Children’s Trust -
that is not always the case in our community.”

Modesto “Mo” Abety was also among
the child advocates who led the initial and
subsequent efforts to create The Children’s
Trust and was integral in guiding Lawrence’s
efforts. Abety served as the first president
and CEO of The Trust and guided it through
its first decade of existence. He oversaw its
initial community investments and significant
growth in its number of programs, initiatives
and services. Abety firmly believes The Trust
remains critical to the wellbeing of all children
and families in the county. “The Children’s
Trust is this community’s greatest expression of
its love of children. It embodies the belief that
all children are our children,” he said.

The mayor agrees. “Now we have this
incredible organization, which is a model
for this country and the world. What has
happened in the last 20 years is truly a miracle.
“The Trust will go down for me personally
as one of the greatest achievements of my life
of having been a part in making this great
organization come to be,” she added.

“I think it is the privilege of our lives to
be able to witness this, to play a part in this,”
Lawrence said. “To know that we have a lot
more to do but we are off to an extraordinary
start.”

The Special Edition, The Children’s Trust:
20 Years Nurturing Greatness, in collaboration
with Miami’s Community Newspapers, is a
look back at its first two decades of service, its
impact, some of those lives it has helped shape
and how its past and present will shape the
future.

2005.

Sept. 10,2002

After restarting the effort for a special taxing district
with some notable differences - most notably an
emphasis on providing resources and programming
for ALL children and families and building in a

5-year sunset provision - Miami-Dade voters approve
creation of The Children's Trust by a 2:1 vote, officially
establishing The Children’s Trust.

59.2% of Floridians vote in
favor of state-paid voluntary
pre-K education beginning

Leaders in
the History
of The Trust

Chairpersons of Board of Directors
Dave Lawrence Jr.,

Founding Board Chairperson,
served from 2002-2009

Maria Alonso,
served as chairperson from 2009-2015

Laurie W. Nuell,
served as chairperson from 2015-2018

Kenneth C. Hoffman,
chairperson from 2018-Present

President
& CEOs

Modesto E. Abety,
served from 2003-2013

Charles M. Auslander,
served from 2013-2015

Imran Alj,
served as interim from 2015-2016

James R. Haj,
served from 2016-Present

To learn more about the history of The Children’s
Trust and watch the documentary The Children’s
Trust — 20 Years Nurturing Greatness, visit
TheChildrensTrust.org/20Anniversary

Total
Lives
Impacted

More than
2.2 million
children,
parents and
caregivers
have been
engaged
over the
past

20 years.

The Trust funds its first 64 organizations to provide programs services and
initiatives for children and families. Policy is established that all funding
will be fully inclusive of children with disabilities. The first funded Request
for Proposals (RFP) was titled Times of Their Lives, which funded 39
programs to deliver summer programming.

Summer camps and after-school program funding are launched through
Youth Experiencing Success Through Out of School RFP to help children
succeed academically and minimize risky behaviors. Also, the Promotion &
Prevention initiative begins to fund parenting, early childhood and youth
development, health, and community awareness/advocacy programs.

The Trust first joins the Florida Children’s Council (renamed the Florida
Association of Children’s Councils and Trusts, or FACCT, in 2022)
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Over 300%
increase

in funded
programs
(from 71 to
313) since
first year of
investment.

€

MIAMI
Funding begins to support 211
Helpline for families to access
health and human services
information and referrals.

As a way to honor individuals and
programs devoted to children and
families, The Trust hosts its first
Champions for Children Award
Ceremony, an annual tradition that
continues today.
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Family & Neighborhood Support Partnerships
are created to provide integrated services

to children and families with the highest
needs in communities impacted by poverty,
violence and trauma. Originally known as
service partnerships, the program eventually
transitioned to a new name.

It
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Even with an impactful 20 years
in the books, some may not know
exactly what The Children’s Trust
is and what it does. Parents and
other caregivers whose children
benefit from Trust-funded
programming and initiatives
might recognize the name of the
organization or may have seen the
logo but may not know exactly
how it impacts their lives.

The Children’s Trust plans,
advocates for and funds strategic
investments (programs and
services) to improve the lives of all
children and families in Miami-
Dade County.

- $12204

“The Children’s Trust is a
funder of organizations. We
support organizations who impact
the lives of children and families,”
says James R. Haj, president and
CEO of The Trust. “And we cover a
large footprint. From Florida City
to the Broward County line, and
from birth until they are 18 years
old (and beyond 18 for children in
the dependency system and those
with disabilities). We are here
to change the trajectory of their
lives — to support families, parents
and most importantly to support
children who need us the most.”

The inaugural Family Expo takes place and quickly becomes the largest
countywide gathering for family-friendly resources and Trust provider
information. Over time, the event would draw more than 15,000
children and families annually and is now held at several locations
throughout the county.

Quality Counts is created to improve child care quality in partnership
with the Early Learning Coalition of Miami-Dade/Monroe.

2007

The Trust provides dedicated funding to 91 small community
organizations to build organizational and program management
capacity to deliver quality programming.

The HealthConnect initiative is created to improve access to quality
health care in public schools and connections to resources. The Youth

More than 85% of voters

= overwhelmingly reauthorize
The Children’s Trust,

B establishing it in perpetuity.

2008

Transition to Adulthood program funding is
established to support system-involved youth
from 13-22 years of age.

300+ youth and children perform at the
inaugural Growing Up with the Arts showcase

Violence Prevention initiative is also initially established and later

integrated within other initiatives.

at the Adrienne Arsht Center.
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Governance and Where

The Trust Invests

The Children’s Trust Board of Di-
rectors is an independent 33-mem-
ber board, with members who rep-
resent both the public and private
sectors. The Board decides how The
Children’s Trust utilizes its funds.

The board approves a tax rate
and The Trust’s budget at
public meetings.

The Trust invested
around $180 million
into the following
initiatives.

The Miami Heart Gallery is created
as a partnership between The
Trustand child welfare agencies to
encourage adoption and foster care.

The first Spooky Symphony is held,
a free family-friendly Halloween
concert sponsored by The Trust
and featuring two Trust-funded
providers, The Greater Miami Youth
Symphony and the Alhambra
Orchestra.

Investment
Areas

The Trust funds the Young Talent
Big Dreams competition for the
first time. It would go on to become
county’s largest youth talent
competition.

Read to Learn is established to
increase the number of 3rd graders
who read at or above grade level.
Avyear later, the Read to Learn

Book Club launches, offering free

The Trust releases funding for
Community Partnership for Local
Haitian Relief Efforts, following
earthquake in Haiti.

Youth
Development

Health &
Wellness

Parenting

Family &
Neighborhood
Supports

Community
Awareness &
Advocacy

Program &
Professional
Development

Special Populations
Across all of its initiatives, The
Children's Trust maintains a
commitment to supporting special
populations. All Trust-funded
programs are expected to include
children and youth with disabilities,

children and youth in the dependency and

delinquency systems, those experiencing

homelessness, and those living in high-poverty

neighborhoods.

As well as investing in programming by Trust-funded

providers, The Trust has its own programs
Among those are The Parent Club (free pa
workshops in three languages), The Book

offers free monthly books and custom family reading
guides mailed to children from birth to 5 years), as well as
organized or funded beneficial community events like its

Family Expo, held across the county.

Qc
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The Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) is launched as
a leadership development program with a focus on
youth service and advocacy.

At 10 years, 315,000 children, youth, parents and
caregivers benefited from Trust-funded programs;
there were 1.2 million visits to health clinics in
schools, and more than 67,000 children were part of
our child care quality improvement initiative.

monthly books for 3-year-olds.

Includes after-school and summer
programming, and other youth
enrichment programs

Includes high-quality child care supports and
programming, developmental screening,
assessment and early intervention, and research

Includes school-based health clinics, vision and oral
health services, mobile units offering health services,
food and nutrition services

Includes group and individual services, family strengthening
focused on families with children and youth experiencing
challenges, as well as free parent workshops

Includes community partnerships, comprehensive care
and wraparound services, 211 Helpline, and stabilization
supports for families in crisis

Includes outreach efforts, public awareness, grassroots
engagement and leadership development for youth,
and promoting public policy priorities benefitting
children and families at the local, state and federal level

Program evaluation, continuing education
supports and an Innovation Fund to support new
and unique child and family-focused initiatives

THE
CHILDREN'S
TRUST

BOOK
Club

and services.
renting
Club (which

SUMMER YOUTH

INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM

S)iE

The Trust joins a collaborative to fund a five-week,
paid summer internship for thousands of high
school students at organizations throughout the
county that would become known as the Summer
Youth Internship Program (SYIP).
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Early Learning
Opportunities

41,000 full-time early
child care education
opportunities for
children under 5.

Nearly 5,300
total annual
contracts

for program
services
finalized over
20 years.

Focus

on Early
Learning
and Literacy

3.4 million
children’s
books
distributed.

The Trust forms the Thrive by 5
initiative to expand investment
in children’s early physical,
cognitive, social and emotional
readiness for starting school.

The Trust establishes the Family
Strengthening initiative to offer
individualized parenting and clinical
intervention services, and adds 40 mental
health professionals to current school
health nursing and social work staff.

THRIVE
BY

The Trust creates the Innovation
Fund to test new ideas that could
lead to solutions for community
problems.

The Children’s Trust helps
create the Miami-Dade
Grade Level Reading
(MDGLR) campaign, a
coalition of entities that
focus on elevating literacy
in the county.

Over 150%
increase in
the number
of funded
organizations
(from 64 to
163) over the
past 20 years.

The Children's Trust Book Club
is expanded to include children
from birth until 5 years old.

The Trust also begins funding
community-based oral health
prevention services.

The Children’s Trust Parent Club is
launched to offer free workshops that
increase awareness and engagement in
effective parenting strategies to support
child development.

A%k | Parent
CHILDREN'S C'ub

TRUST
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The David Lawrence
Jr. Champion for
Children award is
the Trust’s signature
award, honoring a
lifetime of service

to children and

families. 2005

2008 2009

2012 2013

2018 2019

David Lawrence Jr. Champion
for Children Award Winners

The Trust holds first ever Social Equity Day to build
awareness about the foundations of social equity and the
impact it has on education and all of their different daily
practices.

The Trust invests $3.3M in emergency
funds for families to help combat
COVID-19 pandemic, while launching the
StayHome.Miami website and Ready, Set,
Go! initiative to assist with learning in a
remote environment.

Bernard Perlmutter

Lilia Garcia Helene Good

Dr. Michael Alessandri Cheryl Little

Judge Cindy S. Lederman  Judge Jeri Beth Cohen

2006 2007 2007

William E. Gladstone Alonzo Mourning Tracy Wilson Mourning

2010 2010 2011

Jean Caceres-Gonzales Sister Lucia Ceccotti Robert Nolan

‘

20

Dr. Eduardo Bancalaria ~ Dr. Michael Duchowny Congresswoman

Providing
Nutrition
for
Children

-~

15 2016 2017

Frederica S. Wilson

More than

2020 2022 2023 14.6 million

Morris Copeland Gale Nelson Evelio C. Torres shacks

and meals
distributed
in programs
and in the
community.

The Trust partners with the United States Department of Defense to offer
- _ high-quality child care through its Thrive by 5 initiative as part of the
- Military Child Care In Your Neighborhood-PLUS (MCCYN+) program.

\ N\ The Trust plays a fundamental role in Miami-Dade Mayor Daniella Levine Cava's
Summit for Children, co-organizing and hosting the event and having Trust board
members and staff serving on several subcommittees born out of the summit.

Sept. 10,2022

The Trust's celebrates 20 Year Anniversary. Miami-Dade Mayor Daniella Levine
Cava and the Board of County Commissioners proclaim September 10 as "The
Children's Trust Day.”
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Foreign Exchange © Currency © Coins
Precious Metals ® Collectibles

MIAMI GOLD COINS, INC. is located at 13789 S. Dixie Hwy Miami FL 33176 and
has been at this location for over 45 years. It has been owned and operated by the
Manouilidis family since the year 2000. We strive to provide you with the best prices
in the current market and give you all the information you need regarding your

collectibles. All verbal appraisals are free of charge. please dont hesitate to contact
us if you have any questions or concerns. Call us at 786-242-3700 or email us at
miamigoldcoins@gmail.com. Visit our website at www.miamigoldcoins.net

From all of us. we would bike to wis a Happy 200t Anniversany to The Chilahens Trudl
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by 7:

included honors and ourses, took three hours of

dance classes, followed by rehearsals and homework

until late into the night. On weekends, she attend-

ed Breakthrough Miami, another Trust-funded

program, and rehearsed with the Armour Dance

Theatre Tap team, while also taking time to perform
nity events and festivals.

‘ ‘ The Children’s

Trust was very
iImportant to my
personal career
because | wouldn't
have been able

to afford a dance
career had it not
been for them. They
really helped me to
follow my dream.
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20 Years of Nurturing Greatness campaign.
Learn more about her journey at
TheChildrensTrust.org/20Anniversary.
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We are celebrating our 20
Anniversary. That's two
decades of serving the
children and families of
Miami-Dade County and
helping them grow to their
fullest potential.

We could not have done
any of this without you,
our partners, providers

and the community.

Thank you for joining us

on this amazing journey of
service and we look forward
to our next 20 years.

THE
CHILDREN'S

TRUST
i

20 Years Nurturing Greatness

E—a‘ & Scan to learn
%‘r about Destiny,
[=] Silvio and Yasmin
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Be Strong

INTERNATIONAL

Healthy Relationships. Thriving Families. Stronger Communities.
%M@fﬂ@h&/@é&’@ né to

The Children’s Trust

on it's 20th Anniversary

)

20 Years Nurturing Greatness

Thank you for supporting our community for 20 years
and for sharing our common goal to help youth, parents and
families move from brokenness to wholeness.

BE STRONG INTERNATIONAL IS GRATEFUL TO THE CHILDREN'S TRUST
FOR SUPPORTING THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS::

¢ The Parent Club - Parenting workshops across Miami-Dade
* Be Strong After School Club - Safe space for middle schoolers to develop skills through the arts
* Be Strong On The Block - Care coordination and support to high-needs families in South Miami-Dade

Scan to learn
more about

o o Be Strong
00 International

www.bestrongintl.org | @bestrongintl



The Children’s Trust | Special Edition

.h/s.. ;"2":* :
= Silvio

Sight, But
r Calling




20 Years Nurturing Greatness

17

Silvio Plata moved to the United States with his
family soon after he was born in Nicaragua in the
early 2000s. Before he turned 2, he was diagnosed
with cancer and lost his sight in both eyes, casting his
future and that of his parents into considerable doubt.

“My parents were very lost, very confused as to how
I was going to get an education, how I was going to
grow up and just do simple daily tasks like mobility,
walking, getting from one place to another,” said Plata.

In the midst of all the insecurity over his future
appeared The Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and Vi-
sually Impaired. Funded by The Children’s Trust since
2004, Miami Lighthouse provided the support and
guidance that Silvio and his family would need when
the journey ahead seemed most precarious.

“They were the first ones who got me started in the
Blind Babies program, giving me therapy, getting my
fingers sensitive. At the age of 5, I started learning my
first letters, first numbers in Braille,” he said. The Mi-
ami Lighthouse became like a second home to Silvio
and he was surrounded by individuals who became
fixtures of support and guidance in his life till this day.

Not only did Silvio learn to use his other senses to
help him develop as every child should, but he began
to excel in numerous facets of his life. This included
what would go on to become his foremost passion
- music. He played the drums and guitar, became a
virtuoso on the piano, but his favorite instrument was
undeniably, his voice.

“In my opinion, music is another sense, another way
of feeling things, another way of conveying emotions.”

Soon enough, Silvio was performing in front of

In my opinion,
music is
another sense,
another way of
feeling things,
another way

of conveying
emotions.”

groups and his enrollment in other Trust-funded pro-
grams, including Arc of South Florida and The Doral
Conservatory and School of the Arts, fine-tuned his
musical talents bringing him to an even higher level of
accomplishment.

Over the years, his talent and performances have
seen him reach once unimaginable heights including
singing alongside one of his idols, world renowned
Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli when the latter visited
the Miami Lighthouse for help learning to use a new
Braille reading device. Silvio helped show his idol how
to use the device and the two got together for an im-
promptu performance with Bocelli on the piano and
Silvio singing alongside.

It was only one of numerous performing highlights
that would make any musician proud. In recent years,
Silvio has performed on bigger and bigger stages,
including singing the national anthem at Miami Mar-
lins and Miami Heat games. In October 2022, Silvio
performed the National Anthem in front of more than
66,000 thousand fans at the NFL game between the
Miami Dolphins at Pittsburgh Steelers at Hard Rock
Stadium.

Despite his numerous accomplishments and per-
formances, Silvio continues to push forward, always
looking for new challenges to overcome. He learned
to read Braille so well that he started competing and

eventually made it to the National Braille Challenge
Finals in California in 2022.

Silvio’s parents, his faith and the programs for
children with disabilities have all helped him develop
from a baby to a young adult going to college. He was
awarded a full scholarship to his dream school, the
University of Miami’s Frost School of Music, and is
currently in his first year of college. He plans to con-
tinue developing his operatic voice and other musical
talents and eventually pursue a law degree.

“I strongly believe that the person I am today and
how far I've come I greatly owe that to The Children’s
Trust. They’ve funded a lot if not all of the summer
camps and programs that I was a part of when I was
developing as a musician and academically as well,”
Silvio said.

[=] s ]
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Silvio Plata is featured in The Children’s Trust 20
Years of Nurturing Greatness campaign.

Learn more about his journey at
TheChildrensTrust.org/20Anniversary.
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Congratulations to The Children’s Trust on their 20th Anniversary!

A94,_ BEST BAGELS in South Florida
WE ARE OPEN!

Every day from 7:00 am to 3:00 pm ___

305.252.2010

14995 South Dixie Highway | 305-252-2010

Open Monday thru Sunday 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

FIorideﬁtﬁ®

CELEBRATING E3 2 For Allergy & Asthma Care

THE CHILDREN'S TRUST
20TH ANNIVERSARY OUR DOCTORS

Jaime Landman, MD ¢ lleana M. Rodicio, MD - Philip C. Mirmelli, MD
Frank J. Martell, MD « Adriana M. Bonansea-Frances, MD, PhD
Stacy M. Nassau, MD « Ornella Papadias Feria, MD « Jose E. Rojas Camayo, MD

SERVICES & TREATMENTS

Asthma Management - Biologicals « Drug Allergy Testing

Always an office Ear Lavage ¢ Food Allergy Testing « Immunotherapy (Allergy Shots)

near you for your Insect Allergy Testing « Oral Immunotherapy (SLIT) « Patch Allergy
ALI_ERGY Testing for Contact Dermatitis « Penicillin Testing « Pulmonary

& ASTHMA Function Test (PFT) « Skin Allergy Testing + Xolair
NEEDS

EVUSHELD « Telemedicine appointments available.

M IAM I Q AVENTURA Q CORAL GABLES Q HIALEAH/MIAMI LAKES Q HOMESTEAD Q KENDALL
DADE PH-8065-932-3252 PH. 305-445-9422 PH. 305-362-7762 PH. 305-245-1100 PH. 305-279-3366

Q KENDALL REGIONAL Q MIAMI BEACH Q@ NORTH MIAMI BEACH Q PALMETTO BAY Q WEST KENDALL
o F F Ic E s PHE305=223=8819 PH. 305-538-8339 PH. 305-945-4131 PH. 305-255-4868 PH. 305-388-0078

1.877.4.ALLERGY ida-
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY o o www.florida-allergy.com
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e Congratulations to

The Children’s Trust
REAL for serving the
— Children and Families
QO of Miami Dade County

" |
ACADEMY &b for 20 Years!

At The Real Food Academy we love kids too, offering...

KIDS COO( NG CAMPS | KIDS BIRTHDAY PARTIES

Call for more information (786) 395-0355
THEREALFOODACADEMY.COM | 570 NE 81ST STREET MIAMI, FL 33138
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JOIN OUR CHILD
ADVOCACY TEAM!

Guardian ad Litem
Attorney

Volunteer W

Child Welfare
Professional

Give your children the best head start with a
faith-based formation in a Catholic and positive

family-centered atmosphere.

PK2 - 8th Grade
Free half day VPK
Special Education Program K - 8th

Scholarships Offered

Technology For more information
Digital Arts contact us at

Junior Thespians (305) 235-5442
Poetry Club admissions@hrsrcs.org )
S.T.R.E.A.M.

Competitive Sports
Intramural Sports

Before and After School Care
After School Clubs

Summer and Spring Camp
Open Registration
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Let's Celebrate

Children's Trust

Happy 20th Anniversary!

About Coral Reef Medical
Supply

Since 1980, Coral Reef Medical Supply
has been providing a comprehensive line
of medical equipment and supplies

from the most trusted manufacturers

at competitive prices.

Get Your Medical Supplies With Us.

We Carry Compression Socks, Wheelchairs, Hospital Beds, Lift chairs, Incontinence Products,
Daily Living Aids and much more.

We offer rental pricing for most of our large items. Repair Technician on staff.

Stop by Receive 20% off

In honor of Children's Trust 20th
Anniversary we are offering 20% off to
anyone that brings in this ad when they
come in and make a purchase. This offer is
valid through February 28th,

14307 S Dixie Hwy, Miami FlI 33176
305.253.9819

www.coralreefmedicalsupply.com
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Uncertainty is often a way of life for children in
the foster care system and finding a family to care for
them, provide for them, and, most importantly, love
them is a goal that can heartbreakingly go unfulfilled.
That makes the story of Yasmin Snyder all that more
inspiring.

Yasmin entered the foster care system at the tender
age of 5 when she was removed from her home as a
result of physical abuse. Although she would be reunit-
ed with her birth mother briefly, she was again put in
foster care for a second time soon after. And that was
only the start.

—orever

Ng Yourself

-ind
—amily

As part of the foster care system, Yasmin was in line
to be adopted three times. For a young child, the cycle
of hope and despair she endured each time she learned
of a potential adoption was a difficult reminder of the
limitations of the system.

Yasmin could have let the disappointment get the
best of her, especially since finding a loving family had
become her most important goal so early in her life.
She is honest about how important feeling love and
security is to one’s own self value. “When there’s an
adoption, there’s an aspect that you are wanted and
you are someone and you deserve love,” she said. “I
had three failed adoptions. I had a chance three times
to fail and give up, but I didn’t because I decided that
I wanted a forever family, a healthy forever family at
that.”

“What |
wanted in life

was a loving
family. And |

got a loving
family.”

Thanks to the Trust-supported Miami Heart Gallery,
a website currently managed by Citrus Family Network
- the county’s lead agency for child welfare services -
Yasmin’s story of perseverance and hope reached some-
one who could relate.

Michelle Snyder, Yasmin’s adoptive mom, was once
a child who also felt like she was without a place to call
home and remembers the feelings of isolation and un-
certainty it creates. “When I was young, I was moved
around a lot. I wasn’t with my biological family, and I
experienced a lot of difficult things myself as far as just
abandonment,” said Michelle.

Though she was happily married and with two
children, she felt something was still missing. So, when
Michelle heard Yasmin’s story, she immediately felt a
connection. “T knew that if I could get out of it that I
wanted to help other kids who were in that situation.”

Yasmin felt the connection as well, and though the
possibility of more heartbreak weighed on her, she
knew what she wanted. “What I wanted in life was a
loving family. And I got a loving family.”

Yasmin immediately fell in love with the Snyders,
and they fell in love with her. “Family is such an im-
portant thing to me, theyre the ones who are going to
help you through in life,” she said. “Me and my siblings
absolutely love each other, sometimes too much. I'm
glad they love me, and I love them, like, I love hugging
them and I love messing with them too.”

Yasmin’s connection with Michelle is just as strong.
“When I speak to my mom, I feel like I can just tell
her anything without getting judged. I can tell her my
story. And I know she’s not going to fake her feelings
towards it because she understands where I'm coming
from.”

As a member of the Snyder family, Yasmin has
excelled in high school, both academically and socially.
She has a 3.86 GPA, including taking dual enrollment
college classes. She is on a renowned varsity cheer team
that won the state championship and finished third in
the nation. She has also made new friends, while still
finding time to volunteer at her church.

What the Snyders have given to Yasmin by welcom-
ing her into their family is a blessing. And what she has
returned is equally moving. “We are so thankful to get
to be a part of her story. Really, the most amazing thing
is the transformation from when we first met her, with
her confidence, self-esteem, her school grades, and joy
for life. It’s a night and day difference!” Michelle said.
“Yasmin is so inspiring. She’s taught me so much and
she reminds me to keep pushing forward and never
give up.”

“I'm so thankful for The Children’s Trust and all the
people that helped us along the way to make this possi-
ble. We have our ups and downs like any family, but it’s
just fun to do life together,” said Michelle.

As for Yasmin, she found what she was looking for.
“I have arrived at my destination, absolutely. There’s no
more looking for me. And there’s no more wondering
and there’s no more worrying about where 'm going to
end up next. No, because I have my loving family here
to support me and to love me and I love them.”
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Get surprisingly great
& Auto rates.

ome

Nick Waddell Ins Agcy Inc
Nick Waddell, President
11205 So. Dixie Hwy., STE 200
Pinecrest, FL 33156

Bus: 305-238-0500

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001868

Here's the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm’
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InformedFamilies

THE FLORIDA FAMILY PARTNERSHIP

CONGRATULATIONS!

TO OUR MIAMI-DADE 2019-2022
RED RIBBON CERTIFIED
SCHOOLS:

Georgia Jones-Ayers M.S.

Robert Morgan Educational Center
Cutler Bay M.S.

North Miami M.S.

Redland M.S.

Homestead M.S.

Citrus Grove M.S.

Brownsville M.S.

Happy New Year!

Donate to Informed Families
SO we can continue to support
our youth and develop funding
for drug-free prevention in
2025,

OO
@g‘e?ﬁ

Scan to Donate

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE CHILDREN'S TRUST
FOR 20 YEARS OF SERVING
THE COMMUNITY

REDLAND M.S.

ROBERT MORGAN E.C.

CUTLER BAY M.S.
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Sunstate Bank congratulates
The Children‘s Trust
on their 20th anniversary.

As a special offer to friends of The Children’s Trust, when you open an
account with us you can choose between a small safe deposit box* for the
first year or your first order of checks for free.

@ Sunstate Bank

STATE OF THE ART BANKING

Visit any of our locations to get started today.

The Falls Coral Gables West Miami

14095 S. Dixie Hwy. 2901 S. LeJeune Rd. 5722 SW 8th St.
Miami, FL 33176 Coral Gables, FL 33134 West Miami, FL 33144
305.256.0900 305.567.0600 305.263.7900

Follow Us: @sunstatebankfl n @sunstatebank a @sunstatebank

mmmmmmmm

www.sunstatefl.com Member
*While supplies last FD'C @
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Jackson Health System would like to congratulate
The Children’s Trust on their 20th anniversary — 20 years of
supporting our community and impacting thousands of lives.
Thank you for your dedication to the
children and families of Miami-Dade County.

L BHealth Jackson
Children’s Care
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More than
600,000
after-school
and summer
program
opportunities
made
available for
children and
youth.

S0ard

Viembers

Kenneth C. Hoffman
Chair

Dr. Edward Abraham

Laura Adams

Matthew Arsenault

Dr. Daniel Bagner

Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall
Ta’Myah Byars

Hon. Danielle Cohen Higgins
Morris Copeland

Lourdes Diaz

Victor Diaz-Herman

Mary Donworth

Rev. Richard P. Dunn II

Gilda Ferradaz

Hon. Norman S. Gerstein (Ret.)
Lourdes P. Gimenez

Nicole Gomez

Valrose Graham

Mindy Grimes-Festge
Dr. Malou C. Harrison
Nelson Hincapie
Pamela Hollingsworth
Marissa Leichter
Annie Neasman
Maria Norton

Dr. Clara Lora Ospina
Hon. Orlando Prescott
Javier Reyes

Rep. Alex Rizo

Hon. Isaac Salver
Mark Trowbridge
Karen Weller

David Lawrence Jr.
Founding Chair
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The Miami-Dade County Office of the Mayor and Board of County Commissioners

Whereas: s a diverse and growing metropolis, Miami-Dade County takes great pride in applauding institutions whose
comumitment, initiatives, as well s hard work enhance the well-being of thase that reside in our midss; and

Whereas: Tre Childrer's Trust is a dedicited sounce of rovene derived from property taxes, established by voter
referendum in 2002, with a mission 10 parner with the community to plan. advocate for and fund strategic |
investiments that improve the fives of all children and families in Miami-Dade County, and

Whereas: Since its inception, the Children's Trust has spent two decades investing in child and family providers 1o suppo,
nuriure and advocate for all children in our sociery; and

Whereas: The Children's Trust bas served multiple generations of children - from the youngest county residents to young
adults, as well s their [amilies, always honoring its onginal mission and striving to create a community thut puts |
the welfore of its children firsy; and 1
Whereas: Today, it is anly fitting to recogiize the schwevements of the Cluldren's Trust, its past and present members, s |
well as all the young people it has helped throughout the yesrs; I
Now Therefore: pE 1T RESOLVED, THAT I, DANIELLA LEVINE CAVA, MAYOR OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, f
CHAIRMAN JOSE “PEFE" DIAZ AND THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY ‘ b |

COMMISSIONERS, ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND THIS COMMUNITY, do herehy

proclaim Saturday, September |0, 2022, s
|
|

The Chitoten 4 Trmesd 7. ay

7

f oin me in prasing the efforts of this outstanding
“ trment and sdvocisey
Raqu

In Observance | i wpon the good people of M
Thereof: fom as it

Qlrver G, Gilber] ¥, Jismer 1
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2

José "Pepe” Dia, Distnicf 12
Chairman

o
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“Bilgen Higging -
* Giistriot 5 /
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Rebeca Bosa
[histrict &

In honor of The Children’s Trust 20th Anniversary and as a recognition for its work serving children
and families, Miami-Dade Mayor Daniella Levine Cava and the Board of County Commissioners issued
a proclamation declaring September 10, 2022 as “The Children’s Trust Day.”

Nearly
800,000
calls were
answered by
the Trust-
funded 211
Helpline.
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Over 150%
increase in
the number
of funded
organizations
(from 64 to
163) over the

past 20 years.

N

\/\/hat Has Been
Accomplished
tor Our Children's

Futures

Early education initiatives, community partnerships and
youth development solicitation already in motion

Thanks to the support of
the community, there is no
question that in The Children’s
Trust, children and families in
Miami-Dade County have an
organization with the resources,
dedication and established track
record of supporting them. And
after two decades of service so far,
The Trust is prepared to take on
future challenges.

That means that the next
20 years and beyond promise
to be filled with even more
accomplishments and wide-
reaching positive effects. As
always, The Trust will identify
and carry out those priorities
through research of evidence-
based models and with the
guidance of its Board of Directors
and the community as a whole.

The Trust’s 5-year grant cycle
starts again

The work of The Trust is
continuous and it is currently in
the midst of its latest round of
grant solicitations for another
five-year investment cycle.
In 2022, The Trust released
its Family & Neighborhood
Support Partnerships, Trust
Academy, Youth Development
and Innovation Fund grants,
with Parenting and others set for
release this fiscal year. Projected
funding for the year is upwards
of $180 million on programs and
initiatives on behalf of children
and families in our community.

Our Thrive by 5 early learning
initiatives continues to be
one of the organization’s top
priorities and this fiscal year

we are focused on extending
the gains we’ve already made
during what is the most crucial
time in the development of our
children. “The science is clear on
the matter - supporting quality
early childhood development
transforms the lives of children
and their families, which
ultimately benefits our entire
community,” said President and
CEO James R. Haj.

The Trust invests over 20
percent of its budget on early
learning initiatives but is
determined to do even more.
Because there is a large waiting
list for our child scholarship
program which funds high
quality early learning child
care slots in low-income
neighborhoods, The Trust is

partnering with public and
private entities to ensure that

all families can access the best
child care for their children. We
recently launched our new salary
supplement program, ASCEND,
to help early learning educators
reach a living wage. Late last

year, The Trust also announced

a partnership with the United
States Department of Defense to
provide high- quality child care
options for military families in
Miami-Dade County.

Partnerships for the future of
children

Miami-Dade Mayor Daniella
Levine Cava, a two-time board
member and one of the original
Trust advocates and founders,
has also helped usher in a new
era of collaboration with The
Trust. She included several
members of The Trust’s staff and

board members as part of her

Blue-Ribbon Commission for
Children, which also planned
her recent Children’s Summit
2022: A Roadmap to Child
Success event. Much of the work
and information going into

this roadmap and collaborative
discussion is based upon years of
The Trust’s leadership in the area
of early childhood development
and education.

These initiatives and programs,
as well as The Trust’s continued
community engagement and
outreach efforts ensure that The
Trust will continue to be the
foremost advocate for children
and families in our community.

“There are very few
communities in this nation that
support children and families
like Miami-Dade does. The Trust
is here to help support families
raise their children,” said Haj,
president and CEO of The Trust.
“Down the road, we will continue
looking back and saying, ‘How
did we ever not have The Trust.’
We change lives and we change
families’ lives.”

To learn more about
The Children’s Trust, visit
TheChildrensTrust.org.
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A%k | Parent
CHiDRENS | Club

FREE
# . PARENTING
* WORKSHOPS

TheChildrensTrust.org E'I.-.'i
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Congratulations to The Children's Trust for 20 Years of Excellence!
[ ain o

N llb 7N LIVE MUSIC
——$PORTS BAR & GRILL— Friday Nights!

CHEF DRIVEN, A REALSPORTS BAR FINE BEER, WINE AND COCKTAILS

Daily Happy Hour - 3pm 7pm - 2 for 1 Drinks - $5Apet|zers
Delicious Food e Craft Cocktails ® Order Online

Special Promotion For This Month*

$10.00 Gift Card with this ad.

*Dine in only. Cannot combine offers. Expires 2/28/23

KI DS EAT FREE Mon-Fi.5-7 pm with an adult meal. Expires 2/28/23

9559 S. Dixie Hwy Pinecrest, FL ® 786-953-6401

Info@draftsznsportsbar.com e www.draftsznsportsbar.com e Monday - Sunday, 12 noon - 11:00 pm
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Congratulations to The Children’s Trust on 20 Years of Serving the Comunity!

WILLIAMSON IS MIAMI

Treating You Like Family Has Made Us #1 O NEW BUIEK
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Williamson Automotive Sales Service
7815 SW 104™ St. 1-877-228-6093 1-866-597-6015
IAIVIONJ N Miami, FL Mon.-Fri. 2am - 8pm  Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 7pm
BUICK GMC WilliamsonAutomotiveGroup.com  Sat. 9am - épm Sat. 8am - 5pm

Sun. 1Tam - 5pm Sun. Closed
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CONGRATULATIONS!

South Florida PBA congratulates
The Children's Trust

on their 20th Anniversary.

Congratulations from all First Responders!

f v o O

sfipba.org . @southfloridapba




Congratulations to
The Children’s Trust
on their 20th finniversary!

ITALIAN KITCHEN & WINE BAR
SINCE 1990

> Authentic Italian Cuisine
" % in fine dining ambiance

- — 3
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S “ DINE INSIDE
) 5 1

e L OR OUTSIDE
/S DELIVERY
5 CURBSIDE PICKUP
We are here to serve you!
PINECREST

12669 South Dixie Highway
Restaurant; 305.232.8001 e Market: 305.255.2521

www.anacaprifood.com
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REAL EXPERIENCES
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

e AR

CHILDREN'S
TRUST
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A Z I A R I Congratulations to
The Children’s Trust

ITALIAN CLOTHING FOR MEN on your 20th Anniversary!
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Gary Ramphal Chris Sierra Dr. Eugene Herndndez
Business Coach Young Entrepreneur Gastro Health

MADE TO MEASURE SUITS, SPORTS COATS, SHIRTS AND MORE.
IN-STOCK CASUAL AND SPORTWEAR.
TAILOR SHOP ON PREMISES. OUTSIDE ALTERATIONS WELCOMED.

9824 SW 77TH AVE | MIAMI, FL 33156
WWW.AZIARI.MIAMI | 305.781.7272
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Silvio
Miami Lighthouse for the Blind
Funded by The Trust since 2005

1’.- Scan to learn about Silvio
TheChildrensTrust.org

9

For 20 years,

we've improved the lives
of children and families
in Miami-Dade.

And we won't stop

until all our children
have the opportunity

to say... | made it!

THE m

CHILDREN’S

TRUST
A

20 Years Nurturing Greatness
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20 YEARS OF -
NURTURING OUR FUTURE

%

Congratulations Children’s Trust on your 20th anniversary. m UnltEd

Thank you for your relentless efforts towards improving the THE Wa

lives of all children and families in our community. CHILDREN'’S y ~
From your partners at United Way Miami. TRUST United Way Miami




